
GRADE 11 HIST SL Essay Question 18/10/10 

Goals 
Divergent -> convergent thinking 

skill: communication 

subject: the history essay 

assessment: ‘the grade’ 

 

The question 
“How did the events in the Balkans cause disruption in Europe between 1878 and 1914?” 

Events: something significant that happened 
Balkans: geographical area connected to the dates 1878 and 1914 
Europe: great powers in Europe 
Evaluate: relative importance (what is more important?), compare, contrast, judge 
 

 1st Moroccan Crisis (1905) 

 Bosnian crisis (1908) 

 1st Balkan War (1912) 

o “Having concluded peace with the Italians, Turkey found itself engulfed in war with 

no fewer than four small nations over the possession of Balkan territories: Greece, 

Serbia and Bulgaria - and later Montenegro. The intervention of the larger European 

powers brought about an end to this the First Balkan War of 1912-13.  Again Turkey 

lost out, shedding Crete and all of its European possessions.” 

(http://www.firstworldwar.com/origins/causes.htm) 

 2nd Balkan War (1913)  

o “Later in the 1913, conflict erupted again in the Balkans, as Bulgaria, unsatisfied with 

its earlier spoils, fought with its recent allies in an attempt to control a greater part 

of Macedonia; and when the so-named "Young Turks" - Turkish army officers - 

denounced the earlier peace as unfair. Between May and July 1913 Bulgaria's former 

allies beat back the new aggressor, Bulgaria, and Romania captured the Bulgarian 

capital Sofia in August.  Beaten and having surrendered on 10 August 1913, Bulgaria 

also lost Adrianople back to Turkey.” 

(http://www.firstworldwar.com/origins/causes.htm) 

 Assassination of Franz Ferdinand (1914) 

o The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, 

on 28 June 1914, set in train a series of diplomatic events that led inexorably to the 

outbreak of war in Europe at the end of July 1914. 

(http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/harrachmemoir.htm) 

 

That might help for the homework: http://www.firstworldwar.com/features/balkan_causes.htm  

Write the essay: 

1) Thesis (your argument) 

2) 3 supporting ideas 

3) Each paragraph: topic 

sentence, 3-4 concrete details 

4) Conclusion 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/features/balkan_causes.htm

